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Examples of Firm Success
Notable results in the financial industry include the 

firm’s $7.25 billion antitrust settlement on behalf of a 
class of approximately seven million U.S. merchants 
who accept Visa and MasterCard credit cards and deb-
it cards for the purchase of goods and services in In re 
Payment Card Interchange Fee and Merchant Discount 
Litigation. The defendants included Visa and Master-
Card, and major card-issuing banks such as JPMorgan 
Chase, Bank of America, Citibank, Wells Fargo and 
Capital One. The settlement, which resolves the law-
suit, is believed to be the largest settlement of a private 
antitrust case in the 120-year history of the Sherman 
Act and also includes important reforms of the pay-
ment card industry. “It was a monumental effort, and 
I’m very proud to be a member of the team that led to 
that achievement,” said K. Craig Wildfang, who serves 
as co-lead plaintiffs’ counsel for the interchange litiga-
tion and co-chair of the firm’s antitrust & trade regula-
tion group.

Robins Kaplan also achieved settlements on behalf 
of shareholders of public companies against seven de-
fendant private equity firms in Dahl v. Bain Capital 
Partners. That case involved the plaintiff-shareholders’ 
sale of their shares to the defendant private equity 

firms in leveraged buyouts between 2003 and 2007 that 
led to the defendants later being charged with market 
allocation and bid-rigging conspiracy. The settlements 
for the firm’s clients totaled $475.5 million. These re-
sults contributed to selection of the firm’s antitrust & 
trade regulation practice by Chambers USA as one of 
the leading antitrust practices in the country for 2014. 

Additionally, Robins Kaplan has enjoyed well-known 
successes in intellectual property litigation since its vic-
tories in cases like Eolas Technologies, Inc. and The Re-
gents of the University of California v. Microsoft Corpora-
tion, where the firm, led by Marty Lueck, secured a $520 
million verdict on behalf of Eolas Technologies, Inc. and 
The Regents of the University of California against Mi-
crosoft over validity and use of a patent for Web browser 
technology, and Fonar v. General Electric Co., where 
the firm won a more than $110 million jury verdict on 
behalf of Fonar Corp. in a patent infringement action 
which was later affirmed on appeal to Federal Circuit in 
the amount of $128.5 million. 

In the entertainment and media industry, Robins 
Kaplan LLP represented Celador International, Ltd., 
the creator of the highly successful television show 
“Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?” in a dispute over 
show profits. The firm, led by Roman Silberfeld, ob-
tained an award for Celador from a federal jury for 
$270 million against Disney and its subsidiaries, ABC 

F rom its founding, Robins Kaplan LLP has been different from other law firms. In 1938, two law school 
classmates, Solly Robins and Julius Davis, were unable to find jobs with the other law firms in Minneapolis 
because they were Jewish. Undeterred by rampant antisemitism or the Great Depression, the two men 
started their own firm then called Robins & Davis. These historical roots have continued to grow into the 

values prized by the firm today including fearlessness, persistence in the face of adversity, and, of course, diversity 
of background and perspective. It is because of these values and characteristics that Robins Kaplan LLP is able to 
rewrite the odds in favor of its clients, often winning cases previously believed to be unwinnable. “Rewriting the Odds” 
is not an ordinary tagline. It is a mantra, a goal for every case, and a hunger that drives the firm’s attorneys to success.

Now, 77 years after its founding, with more than 220 lawyers practicing in offices throughout the United States, 
Robins Kaplan LLP is a law firm of trial lawyers with a national footprint. The firm has maintained its entrepreneurial 
spirit. And, just as it did in its early days, the firm employs lawyers with expertise in areas where clients need it most 
as well as other professionals to help its trial lawyers provide world class client service and produce record-breaking 
results in some of the country’s most complex, high-stakes litigation. Among the firm’s recent additions are Kathleen 
Edmond, who is heading the firm’s corporate compliance and ethics group after spending a decade as chief ethics 
officer for a Fortune 100 company, and the former United States attorneys for the Districts of South Dakota and North 
Dakota, Brendan Johnson and Timothy Purdon, who are adding their extensive experience to existing practice groups 
as well as newer areas that are poised for growth. 

With these and other investments in practice area experts, it is no surprise that Robins Kaplan LLP has been 
consistently recognized as one of the best firms in the country. Among the firm’s most recent accolades are being 
named to The American Lawyer 2014 A-List – an honor given to just 20 firms throughout the country – and being 
named one of the Most Feared Plaintiffs Firms of 2014 by Law360. These and other awards given to the firm and its 
attorneys are based on the results the firm has achieved for its clients. 

“We share a common bond and goal, top-flight legal work, client is always first, never, ever give up, and every person – rich 
and poor – deserves their day in court,” said chairman Martin “Marty” Lueck. “Our history is rich with developing litigation on 
the razor’s edge and developing the best lawyers anywhere. That will never stop.”

Lueck and his wife own a farm in western South Dakota, and they travel there frequently. Marty Lueck is an avid 
outdoorsman and whose friends say frequently regales them with stories of hunting, fishing, jazz trumpeting and welding. Tall 
stories aside, as chairman of the firm’s executive board, Lueck has clearly added Robins Kaplan’s recent successes to his list 
of accomplishments.  Lueck’s goal to act as a steward of Robins Kaplan, and his intent to leave the firm even better than when 
he became chair, is apparent in both his words and deeds and garners respect from those inside and outside the firm alike. 

Lueck has distinguished himself as among the finest trial lawyers in the world.



Television, Buena Vista Television and Valleycrest 
Productions. On top of the award, the district court 
awarded $50 million in prejudgment interest to Cela-
dor, bringing the total to $320 million in – at the time, 
the largest verdict ever obtained in a Hollywood ac-
counting lawsuit.

Robins Kaplan LLP has also led some of the most 
high-profile internal investigations in the country. 
The government & internal investigations group is 
led by Chris Madel, who also serves as the chair of 
Robins Kaplan’s business litigation group. Last year, 
Madel, former Minnesota Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice Eric Magnuson  and Jenny Robbins led an inter-
nal investigation into the Minnesota Vikings’ release 
of its former punter, Chris Kluwe. Both the Vikings 
and Kluwe’s counsel praised the resulting report, 
which remains confidential. The firm also led the 
internal investigation into allegations that the Fiesta 
Bowl (located in Phoenix, Arizona) had reimbursed 
employees for campaign contributions, that a prior 
investigation had covered-up criminal conduct, and 
that the Fiesta Bowl had made numerous other im-
proper expenditures. The firm’s investigation received 
widespread praise, including from the Arizona attor-
ney general, the Arizona Republic’s editorial board, 
the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) task force 
formed to review the report, the NCAA’s president, 
and other media and legal commentators. 

When clients face governmental investigations 
or charges of criminal conduct, they look to Robins 
Kaplan for help. Attorneys with the firm have suc-
cessfully defended clients charged with bank fraud, 
Medicare fraud, tax fraud, embezzlement, theft and 

other alleged crimes in federal and state courts. In-
deed, Robins Kaplan defended Major League Baseball 
hall of famer, Kirby Puckett, against felony criminal 
charges. When Puckett was acquitted of all charges, 
he told the gathered media that he “had the greatest 
lawyers in the world.” 

Internal investigations commonly dovetail into 
issues relating to corporate compliance.  Kathleen 
Edmond, a partner and chair of the corporate com-
pliance and ethics group, focuses her practice on re-
solving government and internal investigations.  An 
internationally recognized expert, Edmond is former 
chief ethics officer for Best Buy, winner of the Carol 
R. Marshall Award for Innovation in Corporate Eth-
ics, two-time honoree by Ethisphere as one of the 100 
Most Influential People in Business Ethics, and the 
2015 recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award 
given by Women in Compliance.

Ron Schutz, the chair of the Robins Kaplan’s national 
intellectual property and technology litigation group 
and managing partner of the firm’s New York office, 
has racked up several well-known intellectual property 
jury-verdict wins, including $110 million (Fonar v. 
GE); $66 million (Grantley v. Clear Channel); $35 mil-
lion (St. Clair v. Canon); $25 million (St. Clair v. Sony); 
and $8 million (Personal Audio v. Apple).

Robins Kaplan’s historical success in the area of mass 
tort also continues through today under the leader-
ship of Tara Sutton with successes like the confidential 
settlements achieved in the Chantix litigation and the 
firm’s development of a global settlement program in 
the Stryker Rejuvenate and ABG II Modular Hip Stem 
litigation, a program valued at over $1 billion. 

Kathleen K. Edmond Jennifer M. Robbins Christopher W. Madel
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Pro Bono & Community Service
Robins Kaplan LLP has also made a name for itself for 

being committed to giving back to the community in 
which it has prospered. For example, Robins Kaplan was 
named Pro Bono Firm of the Year in 2010 by Law360 
for its efforts recovering nearly $100 million for survi-
vor of the 35W bridge collapse. The firm provided all of 
its services pro bono, with more than 130 attorneys and 
staff contributing more than 20,000 hours. The firm also 
represents veterans, children and others who desperately 
need but cannot afford an advocate. In addition to do-
nating the time and talent of its lawyers, the firm also 
gives back to the community financially through various 
contributions to charitable organizations and through its 
two foundations, including the Children’s Foundation, 
which have given over $41 million since 1999.

Future
Recently, the firm celebrated its 75th anniversary. 

The attorneys and staff celebrated by reflecting on the 
firm’s growth from the two-attorney shop founded in 
1938 to the diverse firm it is today. Throughout its his-
tory and certainly as the firm looks to the future, Rob-
ins Kaplan has remained determined to ensure that it 
is well positioned to grow in areas where clients need it 
most, to be flexible as businesses, regulations and laws 
change, and to, above all, remain committed to advo-
cating for its clients in whatever forum is necessary to 
assist clients achieve their goals. In doing so, members 
of Robins Kaplan LLP take the words of its founder, 
Solly Robins, to heart: “To succeed, it is necessary to 
accept the world as it is and rise above it.”


